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What is British Waterways?

Public corporation ïGovernment-owned not-for-

profit organisation

Set up under Transport Act 1962

Functions:-

- Maintain & conserve inland waterways & their

heritage

- Encourage recreation, tourism & educational use of

the waterways

- Encourage waterside regeneration

- Facilitate freight transport





Freight transport

EU Network  - 35,000 km

450 million tonnes of freight carried each year

Good transported:-

Bulk cargos ïagricultural products, coal, iron & steel, 

aggregated, petroleum products, chemicals

Heavy lifts

Growing:-

Containers

Domestic & industrial waste

Distribution in cities

Biofuels



Freight transport

Enlargement of waterways in the Trans 

European Network to take advantage of 

economies of scale and remove bottlenecks

Seine ïNord Project, France

ÅHigh capacity Class Vb waterway

ÅLinking Rivers Seine & Schelde

ÅAxis: Paris ïAntwerp ïRotterdam

ÅNew canal 106 km in length

ÅScheduled to open 2015



Tourism & recreation waterways

Many smaller waterways have received limited 

investment to enhance freight capacity

Now tourism & recreation uses predominate


