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Background 
 

From 27th-29
th
 of October 2009 the Arkhangelsk Maritime Partenariat 2009 was arranged. 

 

A number of 85 business companies, officials and politicians from Russia and Northern 

European and Scandinavian countries were gathered in the city of Arkhangelsk on the banks 

of river Dvina, running into the White Sea. 

 

Arkhangelsk Maritime Partenariat 2009 was initiated by the the EU StratMoS-project 

ñNorthern Maritime Corridorò and was a financial cooperation between the counties of 

Telemark, Rogaland, Troms and Finnmark. Innovation Norwayôs regional offices in the same 

counties were also partly contributing to finance the project. 

 

The Association of Oil and Gas Suppliers in Arkhangelsk and the Arkhangelsk County 

Administration, which also hosted the Partenariat, were partners on the operational side.  

 

The Barents Secretariat in Kirkenes and its branch office in Arkhangelsk were responsible for 

practical coordination of various tasks. 

  

Maritimt Forum South East of Norway, represented by CEO Helge Grobæk was project 

leader, together with Tor Husjord, Chairman of Maritimt Forum North of Norway.  

 

The Russian co-partner in the project team was Vladimir Kharlov, NMC-coordinator in 

Arkhangelsk.  

 

Arkhangelsk Oblast is one of the 11 northwest Russian federal districts. It is located along the 

White Sea and borders the Nenets Autonomous Okrug and the Komi Republic in the east, 

Vologda Oblast in the South and the Republic of Karelia in the west. Arkhangelsk Oblast 



includes Franz Josef Land and Novaya Zemlya. Also Nenets Autonomus Okrug is formally a 

part of Arkhangelsk, although it at the same time has status as federal subject.  

 

The region covers a territory of more than 589.000 square kilometres, which makes up 35 

percent of Northwest Russia and 3.5 percent of all of the Russian federation. Population in the 

region is 1.27 million (2007). About 94 percent of the population is ethnically Russian. 

 

Arkhangelsk which is the administrative centre of Arkhangelsk Oblast has a population of 

348.000. The second biggest city, Severodvinsk, has a population of about 200.000. 

 

Arkhangelsk Oblast has a powerful timber and forestry processing industry. It has also several 

major shipyards, first of all the Sevmash and Zvezdockha yards in Severodvinsk. The food 

processing industry also plays a key role for the regional economy. 

This summer it was announced that Federal Authorities in cooperation with the regional 

authorities has agreed to name Arkhangelsk head administration centre for the ñNorthern Sea 

Routeò development. This includes development of a new deep sea harbour and facilities 

needed for extended future usage.  

 

And finally last week it was decided that Arkhangelsk will become Russiaôs centre for higher 

education and research in the Arctic. This new university ñThe Northern Arctic federal 

Universityò will conduct research and educate specialists within development of natural 

resources, including oil and gas, timber industry, offshore infrastructures, information and 

communication technologies and ecology.   

 

 

 

 
 

Kharlov, Grobæk and Kjellevold in the lead position of the NMC-boat. Left Yuri Riabkov, 

Deputy Director TransNao Shipping Company 

 

 

 

 



Arkhangelsk Maritime Partenariat 2009 
 

The purpose of Arkhangelsk Maritime Partenariat 2009 was to high light future mutual 

business possibilities in the Arctic region, both in the oil and gas industry and maritime 

industry. The program was planned to contain both lectures and parallel B2B meetings.  

 

During the pre planning period it appeared that having parallel B2B meetings was not 

possible to achieve, due to external circumstances. However some meetings took place during 

the program day 2. 

 

 

Tuesday 27
th
 of October 

 

The Partenariat was hold in the conference hall of hotel Pur-Navolok.   

 

Welcoming speeches 

The first welcoming speech was made by vice governor of Arkhangelsk County Mr. Dmitry 

Taskaev.  He greeted the participants and was very pleased with the initiative. He also 

emphasized the importance of these kinds of multilateral, practical meetings. Bringing a 

mixture of business, regional administration and political aspects into a dynamic setting 

creates, and will  combine new possibilities for Russian and Western participants in the Arctic.   

 

Chief Advisor, Office of the Plenipotentiary envoy of the Russian president in the North-West 

Federal district,Mr Yuri Avdeev, seconded this and added a strong belief in the coming 

development of Arkhangelsk city as a centre for the regional development in the Arctic. In the 

years to come, this development is to be strongly supported by Federal Authorities.  

 

In her greeting speech, Director General of Maritime Department in the Norwegian Ministry 

of Trade and Industry, Mrs. Ida Skard, pointed at the long and proud maritime traditions 

which both Russia and Norway have. This makes ample opportunities to find common ground 

for constructive and fruitful future cooperation in the area of maritime activity and in the high 

North in general. She particularly mentioned how the increasing maritime activity gives 

business opportunities and challenges.     

 

 

               
Ida Skard     Vladimir Kochurov 

 

Plenary session 1 

 òNorthern Dimension and marine logistics development in the North west of Russiaò: 

advisor of the Minister of Transport RF, Mrs. Julia Zvorykina. 



 ñNorwegian Maritime Politics and Cooperation with Russiaò: director general of 

Maritime Department in the Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry, Mrs.Ida 

Skard. 

 ñArkhangelsk transportation hub. Present status and opportunities for developmentò: 

acting head of the transportation and communication department of the Arkhangelsk 

region, Mr. Vladimir Kochurov. 

  A movie about transportation of hydrocarbons in the Arctic. 

 

Plenary session 2 

 ñWaterways as a catalyst for regional development in Europeò: president of British 

Waterways UK, Mr. Glenn Millar. 

 ñLogistic solutions for transportation of oil and gas in the Arctic areaò: Head of the 

regional transportation infrastructure and logistics department JSC Sovcomflot, 

Mr.Alexander Nemenko. 

 ñNMC/StratMoS project as an arena for cooperationò: project leader NMC/StratMoS 

EU project, Mr. Olav Hauge 

 

Plenary session 3 

 ñPerspective developments of the civil shipbuilding and construction of  offshore 
facilitiesò: Deputy Chief Economics & Marketing Dpt.  JSC PO Sevmash, Mr. 

Michael S Varakin.  

 ñStatus and new trends in the global shipping marketò: director Hammer Maritime 

Strategies AS, Jarle Hammer 

 ñStatus and perspectives of shipping along the Northern Sea routeò head of the Arctic 

transshipment department in the central R&D Marine Institute (CNIIMF), Mr. 

Edward Logvinovich. 

 

Plenary session 4 

 ñPerspectives of using Russian ice-breaker fleet for the Arctic developmentò head of 

the ice-breaker support department in the Federal Agency of marine and River 

Transport, Head of the Northern Sea route Administration, Mr.Nikolay Monko. 

 ñDevelopment of the Murmansk transportation hub and main directions for the 
development of maritime transport infrastructure in the regionò: Assistant Director of 

the  Rosmorport Murmansk Branch, Mr. Oleg Starodubtsev 

 òPresentation of plans to use the Northern Sea Routeò: Partner Shipping AS, CEO 

Lars Ingeberg, represented by Mr. Helge Grobæk, Maritimt Forum South East of 

Norway 

 

    

                              
  Nikolay Monko   Jarle Hammer 

 



Conference dinner 

The conference dinner was in ñPomorskyò restaurant where traditional Russian cousin was 

served in a very nice atmosphere. Regional Russian songs and dances were performed by 

local folklore artists. And even some of the audience contributed with vocal and instrumental 

performance of very high standard!  A memorable evening!   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 28
th
 of October 

Due to wishes from the host, the second day of the conference was altered, and the first part 

of the day contained 3 different excursions: 

 

 
 

Sevmash Yard in Severodvinsk 

Unfortunately this excursion was permitted very late on Tuesday 27. Together with  

some participants late submission of copies of passports and visa, not all were granted 

permission to the yard. In general we found this process too complicated and would advice a 

more efficient way of administration procedure.    

  

The delegation was met by Director General of Sevmash, Mr. Nikolay Kalistratov, and was  



given an interesting overview of  the yardôs capacity and the cooperation perspectives for 

delivering complete offshore field facilities for Arctic operations  on ñturn-key basisò. 

 

The Arkhangelsk region is the largest centre for shipbuilding and ship repairing in the 

North of Russia. And the city of Severodvinsk hosts the present largest Russian shipyard, the 

Sevmash Yard.  With its 25.000 employees it is also the only shipyard in Russia with direct  

access to the Arctic Ocean. The yard is very much keeping State defence orders as a priority,  

but today also a growing part in manufacturing highly technological civil products for the  

Arctic shelf development.  

 

In 2008 the yard was reorganised into a joint-stock company for adaption to international 

market conditions. The new management model is expected to create an efficient and 

globally competitive yard. In order to develop its ambitious plans, the yard was recently 

upgraded financially by the Federal Government, and is now aiming at ñfightingò for ñturn 

keyò offshore projects. 

 

Arkhangelsk Commercial Sea Port   

The delegation was met in the port by General Director Vladimir Titov, who showed the 

visitors around and willingly answered all questions. Export through Arkhangelsk 

Commercial Sea Port (ACSP) includes pulp, paper, timber, wood, steel, coal. Import is mainly 

equipment and foodstuffs that do not need refrigeration. The port has a container terminal 

with a capacity for open storage of 98.000 sq.m.  

 

When we visited the port, this seasonôs last two boats with pipes for the Bovanenkovo-Ukhta 

pipeline were being loaded. These pipes are produced in the Moscow region. ACSP has begun 

construction of a factory for concrete covering of steel pipes for underwater gas pipe lines, 

which the port management hope will give advantages when Shtokman tenders are ready. A 

large shipment of steel pipes bound for Nigeria was also awaiting loading in the port. 

 

Timber export through ACSP goes amongst other places to the Mediterranean ï Egypt, Syria 

and Israel. Coal is exported to Europe ï mainly GB, The Netherlands and Belgium. Last year 

the port exported 500.000 tons of coal, but the capacity is one million tons.  

 

    
Arkhangelsk Commercial Seaport 

 

Oil Terminal of Rosneft  

Rosneftôs Arkhangelsk oil loading terminal is the companyôs northernmost. The terminal has 

three shuttle tankers designed for transporting crude oil between the terminal and the floating 

oil terminal Belokamenka in Kola Bay. Only one of the tankers is operating on the route 

because of the terminalôs rather small capacities. Oil is transported to the terminal by railway 

from the Timano-Pechora oil field. 



 

In 2008 Rosneft exported 1.53 million tons via the Arkhangelsk-Belokamenka system. In 

2006 the amount was 2.82 million tons. 

 

In the afternoon the Arkhangelsk County hosted a spectacular boat trip on the river Dvina,  

which lasted nearly 4 hours. A very interesting and networking tour with good food and 

traditional Russian brewing and water. It actually was the part of the conference where the 

B2B model spontaneously occurred.   

 

 
Boat trip on the Dvina river 


