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Guidelines and terms for project funding


The Barents Regional Youth Program
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Background
At its meeting on 5 September 2001, the Barents Regional Council decided to draw up a youth programme for the Barents Region. This was done at the direct request of the Barents Regional Youth Forum, BRYF, which was represented at the meeting and called for concrete action. The present programme is based on the conclusions from the Conference “Face the Future”, which was held on 12-16 May 2001 in Tromsø, Norway. 

Aims and perspectives
It is an overall aim of the programme to make the Barents Region more attractive for young people so that they stay in the region or return after completing their education. The Programme offers young people opportunities for mobility and active participation in the Barents cooperation and the development of the Barents Region. It aims to contribute to the achievement of increased cross border youth cooperation within all areas in addition to development of skills and competencies, which promote active citizenship. 

The programme has the following objectives:

· To increase youth participation in the Barents Regional cooperation’s networks by giving young people increased influence and possibilities for cross border activities. 
· To facilitate the integration of young people into society at large and encouraging their spirit of initiative.
· To strengthen young people’s sense of identity as members of the Barents Region by establishing contact across cultural and geographical borders
· To encourage young people to play an active role in strengthening civil society in the Barents Region 
· To encourage young people to give free expression to their sense of solidarity in The Barents Region and the wider world, as well as supporting the fight against racism and xenophobia.
· To strengthen the position and rights for indigenous youth and minorities trough increased multilateral and multicultural cooperation

Target group 
Young people in The Barents Region aged 15-30 years

Priority areas 
The following priority areas have been chosen for this programme on the basis of the problems young people face in the Barents Region. 
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· Culture and sport- Including Tolerance and anti racism
· Competence and Entrepreneurship
· Environmental issues
· Social and health related issues
· Community development 
Including promotion of active citizenship

What activities can be granted?
The following criteria will be used 

· Multilateral projects and activities for youths from at least three countries in the Barents region, where both Norway and Russia must be included

· Youths have to take part in the planning and implementation of the project 

· Projects or activities initiated by youth or that promotes democracy will be prioritized

· Projects and activities that strengthen the situation for national minorities and indigenous people will be prioritized.

· Projects already started cannot be supported by the youth programme
[bookmark: _Toc32291743][bookmark: _Toc32291739]

Expenses that cannot be covered 
· Investments that exceeds 20% of the total application amount
· Travel expenses related to participation from Sweden and Finland
· [bookmark: _Toc32291744]Non-multilateral projects can not be granted
· Ordinary running expenses
· Publications
· Professional film and CD productions
· coverage of deficit

Application process
The application that containing project description, budget, financing, time schedule and necessary enclosures, must be sent by ordinary mail and by e-mail to The Barents secretariat.. The application must be worked out using the application form for the youth program. You can find it on our website or we can send it to you by request. The application form must be filled out by the Norwegian partner in the project. 

There are no deadlines for application to the Youth Programme. It will take approximately 4 weeks before a reply to the applicants
You will know the result as soon as the decision is made. If the project is granted you will receive a contract where you find the conditions and terms.

Payment-administration of funds and accounts
Grants are normally paid as after-payments, i.e. settlement of incurred expenses.  Prepayments (up to 75%) are only made upon specific request by the Project Leader. No payments can be made until the Barents Secretariat has received the signed Contract of Intent from the Project Leader.

Before the final grant payment is made, an auditor-confirmed final account and report shall be submitted for the project. It is the recipient’s responsibility to ensure that the auditor is familiar with the guidelines for the grant.

Public and government activities, as well as international organisations that are exempt from audits by their subsidizers, are excused from the audit requirement.

Please note that in keeping with §17 of the Norwegian Parliament’s Appropriation Regulations, the Barents Secretariat and the Office of the Auditor General have the right to verify that the funds granted under this scheme are being used as intended. The Secretariat will verify and assess all information it receives and draw upon this material when evaluating subsequent applications for grants.





Contact information

The Barents secretariat
P.b. 276, Wiullsgt. 3
9915 Kirkenes
Tlf.: 78 97 70 61
Faks: 78 97 70 55
E-mail: 
Info@barents.no
Internett: 
www.barents.no
www.barentsyouth.org
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