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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Acknowledged researchers have highlighted the potential pitfalls of Received 2 January 2024
using attachment theory to guide decision-making in child protection Accepted 24 November 2024
(CP) cases. This study explores_ how attthment theory is applied in KEYWORDS

expert assessments in Norwegian CP decision-making processes, ana- Independent expert

lyzing 285 independent expert reports. Independent experts were assessment; expert reports;
mandated to assess the child's attachment quality to the caregiver in child protection; attachment
one third of the reports. In almost two thirds of the reports, experts theory; attachment quality
weighted the child's attachment quality to the caregiver in their con-

cluding evaluation. Few expert assessments included the employment

of attachment measures. When descriptively comparing older and

newer reports, there were more newer reports that mandated the

experts to assess the child's attachment quality, but fewer newer

reports where the experts weighted the child's attachment quality in

the concluding evaluation. Our results illustrate that the criticism of an

overconfindent use of attachment theory is also relevant for indepen-

det expert assessment in CP cases.

DYy MNlorcdanger, 2025



«Expert Reports» - finansiert av Norsk forskningsrad 2020-2025

Hanne C. Braarud Magne O. Mzehle Tone Jorgensen Vibeke Samsonsen @ivin Christiansen
Radgivningsgruppe:

Elisabeth Abelsvik, Landsforeningen for barnevernsbarn,
Hakon Rastum, & Bodil Solheim

=
Rakel Greve Polly Evans

Samarbeidspartnere:

Arne Kristian Myhre , NTNU, Birgitta Persdottir, Karlstad
Universitet, & Judith Masson, Bristol University



Delprosjekt 1: Hva kjennetegner sakkyndige rapporter mht.
vurderingsgrunnlag og perspektiver?

Utvalget vart

300 rapporter fra BSK

* Halvparten fra 2010-2015, halvparten fra 2016-2022

* Halvparten barn med innvandrerbakgrunn, halvparten ikke

 Kodet etter et kodeskjema laget for prosjektet
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Kodeskjema

Kjennetegn om barnet/familien

Mandatet fra oppdragsgiver

Standardiserte tester/instrumenter, hvilke
Standardiserte og ikke-standardiserte observasjoner
Antall og type samtaler, og med hvem
Komperentopplysninger, fra hvem

Sakkyndiges faglige/teoretiske stasted

Familiens kulturelle og religigs kontekst

Usikkerhet og alternative hypoteser

Fokusomrader for utredningen

Dag @. Nordanger, 2025
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Referert
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Tilknytning
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«Hun virker a ha etablert en trygg tilknytning
til fosterhjemmet, seerlig fostermor»

«Slik det har utviklet seg, er det trolig far som
er hans primaere tilknytningsperson i dag»

Tilknytning 53\3.-""‘

Familie og milja
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Mary Ainsworth

Fremmed rom situasjon

Trygg

Unngaende

Utrygg

Ambivalent
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Mary Maine & Judith Solomon

Trygg, og de to utrygge tilknytningstilene
er tross alt «organiserte» - barnet har en
konsekvent strategi

m) Desorganisert tilknytning
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Forskning

Desorganisert tilknytningsstil sterk prediktor for det meste
av sosioemosjonelle vansker og psykisk lidelser

Sterk sammenheng mellom desorganisert tilknytningsstil
og ha veert utsatt for barnemishandling

Fonagy (2023): Attachment, Mentalizing and
Trauma: Then (1992) and Now (2022), m.fl.
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Norges offentlige utredninger 2012:5 <<P|"|nS|ppet for utV|kl|ngSfremmende

Bedre beskyttelse av barns tilknytning»
utvikling

Ekspertutvalgets utredning om det biologiske prinsipp
i barnevernet

« ... terskelen for omsorgsovertakelse
vurderes i forhold til fglgende tre faktorer:

a. om tilknytnings- og relasjonskvaliteten
mellom omsorgspersonene og barnet er
utviklingsstgttende eller ikke

b....»

Dag @. Nordanger, 2025




«Selv om vi ikke kan peke ut barnemishandling og voldseksponering
alene som uheldige for utviklingen av et trygt tilknytningssystem, er

sannsynligheten for dette sa hay at det eneste fornuftige vi kan gjare
pa dagens forskningsniva er a betrakte det som et faktum og handle
deretter.» (s. 21)

«Terskelen for omsorgsovertakelse vil trolig veere overskredet ved
desorganisert tilknytningsform hos barnet.» (s. 81)»

Dag @. Nordanger, 2025
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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Disorganized/Disoriented (D) attachment has seen widespread Received 22 June 2017
interest from policy makers, practitioners, and clinicians in recent Accepted 7 July 2017
years. However, some of this interest seems to have been based

on some false assumptions that (1) attachment measures can be

Disorganized/Disoriented attachment has seen
widespread interest from policy makers,
practitioners, and clinicians in recent years.
However, some of this interest seems to have
been based on some false assumptions, that:

(1) Attachment measures can be used as definitive
assessments of the individual in forensic/child
protection settings

(2) Disorganized attachment reliably indicates child
maltreatment, and

(3) is a strong predictor of pathology

Dag @. Nordanger, 2025



ATTACHMENT & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT R
2022, VOL. 24, NO. 1
https//doi.org/1 734202018 2 T

utledge

ylor & Francs Group

ARTICLE 3 OPEN ACCESS | ™

Attachment goes to court: child protection and custody issues

Tommie Forslund (5=, Pehr Granqvist{9*, Marinus H. van lJzendoorn (7,

Avi Sagi-Schwartz (3% Danya Glaser™, Miriam Steele (%, Marten Hammarlund (%°,
Carlo Schuengel (3", Marian J. Bakermans-Kranenburg (3", Howard Steele (37,

Phillip R. Shaver', Ulrike Lux {3/, John Simmonds>*, Deborah Jacobvitz()',

Ashley M. Groh (%™, Kristin Bernard (5", Chantal Cyr(5° Nancy L. Hazen (%),

Sarah Foster (9", Elia Psouni (39, Philip A. Cowan’, Carolyn Pape Cowan’, Anne Rifkin-
Graboi(9*, David Wilkins (', Blaise Pierrehumbert (¥, George M. Tarabulsy",

Rodrigo A. Carcamo ()™, Zhengyan Wang (", Xi Liang ()%, Maria Kazmierczak (%,
Paulina Pawlicka >, Lilian Ayiro (3%, Tamara Chansa (5, Francis Sichimba (5,
Haatembo Mooya (", Loyola McLean (%,®®, Manuela Verissimo (5, Sonia Gojman-de-
Millan®?, Marlene M. Moretti(5)°¢, Fabien Bacro("", Mikko J. Peltola(99,

Megan Galbally (2"™*¥, Kiyomi Kondo-lkemura*, Kazuko Y. Behrens',

Stephen Scott{»™™, Andrés Fresno Rodriguez (5™, Rosario Spencer ("™

German Posada®®, Rosalinda Cassibba (577, Neus Barrantes-Vidal (5997,

Jesus Palacios (9", Lavinia Barone (2*, Sheri Madigan (5"“**, Karen Jones-Mason™,
Sophie Reijman ", Femmie Juffer(H%, R. Pasco Fearon™?, Annie Bernier (1°%,

Dante Cicchetti®, Glenn I. Roisman &, Jude Cassidy™, Heinz Kindler™, “Importantly, there are many pathways

Peter Zimmermann (5999, Ruth Feldman(H""", Gottfried Spangler”,
Charles H. Zeanah {3/, Mary Dozier™, Jay Belsky ", Michael E. Lamb (™™

and Robbie Duschinsky & to disorganized attachment, several of

“Department of Psychology, Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden; "SUF Resource Center, Region o . 9
Uppsala, Uppsala, Sweden; ‘Department of Psychology, Education and Child Studies, Erasmus University W h I C h d O n Ot I n C lu d e m a lt re at m e nt
Rotterdam, Rotterdam, The Netherlands; “School of Psychological Sciences and Center for the Study of Child
Development, University of Haifa, Haifa, Israel; “Great Ormond Street Hospital, London, UK; 'Department of
Clinical, Educational and Health Psychology, University College London, London, UK; “Psychology
Department, The New School, New York, NY, USA; "Faculty of Behavioural and Movement Sciences, Clinical
Child and Family Studies, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands; ‘University of
California, Davis, CA, USA; 'Department Families and Family Policies, German Youth Institute, Munich,
Germany; *British Association for Adoption and Fostering at Coram (Corambaaf), London, UK; '‘Department
of Human Development and Family Sciences, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX, USA; "Department of
Psychology, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, MO, USA; “Department of Psychology, Stony Brook
University, New York, NY, USA; “Département de Psychologie, Université du Québec a Montréal, Québec,
Canada; *Department of Social Work, Education and Community Wellbeing, Northumbria University,
Newcastle, UK; “Department of Psychology, Lund University, Lund, Sweden; 'Department of Psychology,
University of California, Berkeley, CA, USA; ‘Singapore Institute for Clinical Sciences (SICS, Agency for Science
and Technology (A*STAR), Singapore, Singapore; *School of Sodal Sciences, Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK;
“University of Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland; *School of Psychology, Laval University, Québec City,
Canada; "Department of Psychology, University of Magallanes, Punta Arenas, Chile; *Research Centre for
Child Development, Beijing Key Laboratory of Learning and Cognition, School of Psychology, Capital Normal
University, Beijing, China; "Institute of Psychology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Gdansk, Gdansk,
Poland; ‘Department of Educational Psychology, Maseno University, Kisumu, Kenya; *Department of
Psychology, University of Zambia, Lusaka, Zambia; *"Brain and Mind Centre, Faculty of Medicine and Health,
The University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia; “William James Center for Research, ISPA - Instituto

CONTACT Tommie Forslund e tommie forslund@psychology.su.se O Department of Psychology, Stockholm Dag @' Norda nger’ 2025

University, Stockholm, Sweden
This article has been republished with minor changes. These changes do not impact the academic content of the article.
© 2021 The Authoris). Published by Informa UK Limited ding as Taylor & Francs Group.
is an Open Access article d ed under the ter ve Creative Comeons Attribution License /creativeco
which permit estricted use, dists 0, and reproduction n any medium, provi e onginal work




«Tilknytningen var nydelig!» /
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Tilknytning trukket inn i vurdering

Working model of the child interview

Parental Development Interview

Child Attachment Interview

Care index
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Tilknytning trukket inn

Mandatet ber om det

Veileder for sakkyndig utredningsarbeid i
saker etter barnevernloven (Bufdir, 2022):
Ved observasjon i hjemmet kan den sakkyndige
vurdere samspill og relasjonskvaliteter, men
ikke tilknytningskvalitet— da en vanligvis ikke
observerer barnet og omsorgspersonene i
stress- eller farefylte situasjoner. Det anbefales
derfor at sakkyndige er varsomme med a
benytte tilknytningsbegrepet slik det forstas i

faglitteraturen, ved omsorgsvurderinger ( s.31)

Dag g. Nordanger, 2025
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Takk!
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